David 3 - BFFs

When texting, it became popular to
refer to someone as their BBF, or Best
Friend Forever. The phrase suggests
closeness, loyalty, and permanence, but
most people instinctively know that it
usually promises far more than it
delivers.

True friendship is rare. Real
intimacy, the kind that involves trust,
vulnerability, sacrifice, and loyalty under
pressure, is costly. It requires more than
shared interests, convenience, or good
times. Many friendships survive as long
as circumstances are easy, but then
dissolve as soon as strain, competition,
or misunderstanding enters the picture.
The moment friendship requires
sacrifice, patience, or risk, many people
quietly step back.

Genuine friendship does not happen
accidentally. It does not form simply
because two people enjoy one another’s
company. Real friendship demands
character and intention.

The Bible does not shy away from
speaking about friendship. But when it
does, it presents it with seriousness and
moral weight. Scripture does not
romanticize friendship as emotional
dependence or blind loyalty. Instead, it
presents friendship as a covenantal
relationship marked by commitment,
self-denial, and faithfulness. Biblical
friendship is not about what one person
can get from another, but about what one
is willing to give.

To have a bosom-buddy, a BFF,
someone with whom you can truly be
open and absolutely transparent, you
must first be that kind of friend yourself.
To be this kind of friend requires
character which means that you are a
giving person. You do not walk away
when people don't give you that
friendship in return. However, when you
find someone who does return that
friendship, it turns into being a BFF.

Few passages in Scripture illustrate
this more clearly than the relationship
between David and Jonathan. This is not
a sentimental story, nor a convenient
friendship formed in comfort. It is a



friendship forged in danger, tested by
jealousy, threatened by power, and
ultimately sealed by sacrifice.

1. A Great Love -

This sermon is part of a series of
messages from the life of David, but it is
only marginally about David. The main
figures we will be looking at are King
Saul and his son Jonathan. At this point
in David's life trouble, is still brewing at
the king's court. Goliath had been killed
and now David, depending on your point
of view, is gaining in popularity, or
contempt. After talking with Saul about
the battle, Jonathan developed a great
admiration for David and "loved him as
his own soul."

ISam 18:1-4 And it came to
pass, when he had made an end
of speaking unto Saul, that the
soul of Jonathan was knit with
the soul of David, and Jonathan
loved him as his own soul.
2And Saul took him that day, and
would let him go no more home
to his father's house.

3Then Jonathan and David made
a covenant, because he loved him
as his own soul.

4And Jonathan stripped himself
of the robe that was upon him,
and gave it to David, and his
garments, even to his sword, and
to his bow, and to his girdle.

Jonathan's great appreciation for
David was demonstrated when he gave
him his robe, garments, bow, battle belt,
and even his own sword. When my
brothers talk about our father, we fondly
remember how we each have various
tools from him. The tools are like sacred
objects to us. I think of him every time I
use the table saw that he used to build the
house where I was raised. I haven't been
tempted to upgrade that saw with
anything fancier. I think each of us have
one of Dad's trowels. I even have tools
that he passed on from my great
grandfather. There are tools that I have
passed on to my sons-in-law that they



have reverently received. Don't lightly
read that verse. Jonathan, a great man of
war, did no small thing by giving him
these weapons.

So many times people say that they
love somebody, but what they really
mean is that they like them a lot and that
they will really enjoy how much a
blessing that person is going to be to
them. Many times love is nothing more
than a selfish expression that says, "I
love myself, and want the best for
myself, and I see you as someone who
can meet my needs." And, what they
really mean by needs is their desires. If
Jonathan's love for David was truly like
the love that he had for his own soul,
then it would stand the test of time and
pressure. Jonathan presents probably the
greatest example of love in the Bible.
God has put him into this history for just
this moment to demonstrate a great
lesson of love. Romantic stories are
great, but this is greater than any
romantic story. When Jonathan died in
battle later on, this was the eulogy that
David spoke for him:

2Sam 1:25-26 How are the
mighty fallen in the midst of the
battle! O Jonathan, thou wast
slain in thine high places.

261 am distressed for thee, my
brother Jonathan: very pleasant
hast thou been unto me: thy love
to me was wonderful, passing the
love of women.

Not only did Jonathan develop a
great admiration for David, but so did the
people. David was a handsome national
hero.

I1Sam 18:5-7 And David went
out whithersoever Saul sent him,
and behaved himself wisely: and
Saul set him over the men of war,
and he was accepted in the sight
of all the people, and also in the
sight of Saul's servants.

6And it came to pass as they
came, when David was returned
from the slaughter of the
Philistine, that the women came



out of all cities of Israel, singing
and dancing, to meet king Saul,
with tabrets, with joy, and with
instruments of musick.

7And the women answered one
another as they played, and said,
Saul hath slain his thousands, and
David his ten thousands.

They did what people commonly do.
They made songs about him. Notable
people have had ballads and songs
written about throughout the ages. Songs
that people make up about celebrities and
politicians pop up all over the internet.
The people came out to sing in honor of
Saul, but they showed how popular
David was growing on them. They sang
about how Saul had killed his thousands,
but David his ten thousands. Of course,
David had only killed Goliath at this
point, but saying ten thousands reflected
the opinion they had of David. It doesn't
take much to predict how this was going
to affect Saul. He became jealous of
David.

1Sam 18:8-11 And Saul was very
wroth, and the saying displeased
him; and he said, They have
ascribed unto David ten
thousands, and to me they have
ascribed but thousands: and what
can he have more but the
kingdom?

9And Saul eyed David from that
day and forward.

10And it came to pass on the
morrow, that the evil spirit [or, a
troubling spirit] from God came
upon Saul, and he prophesied in
the midst of the house: and David
played with his hand, as at other
times: and there was a javelin in
Saul's hand.

11And Saul cast the javelin; for
he said, I will smite David even
to the wall with it. And David
avoided out of his presence
twice.

This is the first inkling Saul had that
David was his competition. The Bible
says that Saul set a snare, or a trap, for



David, using the promise of marriage to
his daughter. David succeeded in the
challenge and Saul's daughter fell in love
with David.

1Sam 18:28-30 And Saul saw
and knew that the LORD was
with David, and that Michal
Saul's daughter loved him.
29And Saul was yet the more
afraid of David; and Saul became
David's enemy continually.
30Then the princes of the
Philistines went forth: and it
came to pass, after they went
forth, that David behaved
himself more wisely than all the
servants of Saul; so that his name
was much set by.

In addition to all of this, David
became even more popular with the
people.

David did nothing different at any
time. He went to battle, he succeeded, he
supported Saul. The same man inspired
both love and hate.

This process repeats itself several
more times. I personally think someone
throwing a javelin at me would serve as
a clue of how they felt about me. But,
Jonathan was so impressed with David
that he couldn't imagine that anyone,
including his father, truly hating David.
So David and Jonathan devised a test to
reveal Saul's true intentions. Jonathan
went up to a feast where David would be
conspicuously absent. When Jonathan
made excuse for David, Saul revealed
that he knew that David was the one to
replace him.

1Sam 20:30-34 Then Saul's anger
was kindled against Jonathan,
and he said unto him, Thou son
of the perverse rebellious woman,
do not I know that thou hast
chosen the son of Jesse to thine
own confusion, and unto the
confusion of thy mother's
nakedness?

31For as long as the son of Jesse
liveth upon the ground, thou shalt
not be established, nor thy



kingdom. Wherefore now send
and fetch him unto me, for he
shall surely die.

32And Jonathan answered Saul
his father, and said unto him,
Wherefore shall he be slain?
what hath he done?

33And Saul cast a javelin at him
to smite him: whereby Jonathan
knew that it was determined of
his father to slay David.

34So Jonathan arose from the
table in fierce anger, and did eat
no meat the second day of the
month: for he was grieved for
David, because his father had
done him shame.

Jonathan's love for David blinded
him to his Father's hatred for David.

2. Choose Love -

Love is a choice. It is intentional.
This was demonstrated by Jonathan in
choosing against what could be
considered so desirable. David was not
only a threat to the throne of Saul, he was
also a threat to the throne of Jonathan,
and Jonathan was well aware of it. We
can see this in 1 Samuel 20. Before he
went to test his father, he revealed that he
knew that David was destined to the
throne. Remember that since Jonathan
was Saul's son, it was expected that /e
was the one who should succeed Saul as
king. Jonathan had everything to lose,
but his love for David was so great that it
didn't matter to him. He actually wanted
David to be the king.

1Sam 20:14-17 And thou shalt
not only while yet I live shew me
the kindness of the LORD, that I
die not:

15But also thou shalt not cut off
thy kindness from my house for
ever: no, not when the LORD
hath cut off the enemies of David
every one from the face of the
earth.

16So Jonathan made a covenant
with the house of David, saying,
Let the LORD even require it at



the hand of David's enemies.
17And Jonathan caused David to
swear again, because he loved
him: for he loved him as he loved
his own soul.

Jonathan wanted the assurance that
David would be kind to him and his
memory when he took his place on the
throne of Israel. Jonathan chose to love
David in spite of this "threat." Saul saw
the same threat and chose to hate David.
Here the story focuses on a comparison
between Jonathan and Saul. Each one has
the same relationship to David, but their
reactions to David were opposite.

Love could be intellectual based on
deliberation. At some point, in spite of
the pros and cons of a friendship, it is
ultimately an act of willful choice. Saul
could have chosen to love David just as
much as Jonathan did. Make no mistake
about it, Saul was willfully hateful.

These two responses, Jonathan's love
and Saul's hate, have been placed side by
side in the Bible for a very specific
reason. This happens in a number of
places in the Bible to demonstrate how
you can take the same circumstances but
that the response you have is not
determined by the circumstances. Our
response is our choice.

Love is not an emotion. It is
emotiona/ in that it is an exercise of the
will, but it is not a feeling. It is a willful
choice. We choose to love. There is a
popular notion in the world that you can't
help who you love. Of course the world
is thinking only about physical lust. We
actually can help who we love...we can
choose to love everyone. Years ago, Love
Story was a popular movie featuring
Ryan O'Neal where the movie ends with
the line "Love means never having to say
you're sorry." It was a tear jerker of a
movie and was criticized for suggesting
that apologies are not necessary in a
loving relationship, which could lead the
way for people to walk all over each
other and not resolve problems. You
could beat your spouse and walk away
saying, "Don't expect me to apologize
because love means never having to say
you're sorry." In a later comedy film,



What's Up, Doc?, there was a comedic
parody of the famous line. In the movie,
Barbara Streisand turns the life of Ryan
O'Neal upside down and then closes with
Streisand delivering the same line, "Love
means never having to say you're sorry,"
as if she shouldn't have to apologize for
anything she had put him through.
O'Neal looks at her and delivered the
brilliant comedic line, "That's the
dumbest thing I ever heard." It is not only
the dumbest thing, it is anti-Scripture.

Jas 5:16 Confess your faults one
to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed.
The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.

What does love mean? It means
consistently wanting the best for
someone else. It doesn't mean appeasing
someone else. It doesn't mean reinforcing
their lust and immaturity by giving them
whatever they want. It means putting the
turnips in the mashed potatoes because
it's good for you (that's what my mother
did). It means calling them out on their
sin so they can escape the snare of the
devil. It means supporting them in their
efforts to Godliness. It means sacrificing
self for the eternal benefit of others.

3. No Greater Love -

This kind of love is most
demonstrated by Jesus Christ.

John 15:12-13 This is my
commandment, That ye love one
another, as [ have loved you.
13Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends.

We are most familiar with vs. 13.
Jesus demonstrated the greatest love for
us.

Rom 5:8 But God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.



While we were yet sinners points to
the fact that God loved us even though
there was no earthly reason to show us
any favor. He loved us in spite of our
sinfulness. And then He died for us.

But then, before John 15:13 where
Jesus pointed out that no man has greater
love than to die for someone else, He
says in vs. 12 that we should love one
another as He loved.

1John 3:16 Hereby perceive we
the love of God, because he laid
down his life for us: and we
ought to lay down our lives for
the brethren.

We are to give our lives for the
brethren. In John 10:18 we are told that
the giving of His life was entirely His
choice.

John 10:18 No man taketh it
from me, but I lay it down of
myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it
again. This commandment have |
received of my Father.

The sacrifice of self for the benefit of
others is to be our choice to make.

Rom 12:1-2 1 beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which
is your reasonable service.

2And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good,
and acceptable, and perfect, will
of God.

We are reminded that every one of us
stands somewhere in relation to the
greatest friendship ever offered.

To those who are without
Christ—you may have known friendship,
companionship, and even deep affection
in this life, but you have never known the
love that your soul was created for apart
from Him. Jesus Christ calls sinners not



merely servants, but friends. He does not
offer a shallow association or temporary
comfort. He laid down His life for those
who did not deserve it, who had nothing
to offer in return. If you have never
trusted Christ, today He calls you to
repent, to believe the gospel, and to
receive reconciliation with God. This is
not an emotional impulse—it is a
deliberate act of faith. Christ has already
chosen to love you. The question is
whether you will respond.

To those who are saved, this message
confronts us with the seriousness of love.
Jonathan’s love was costly. Christ’s love
was sacrificial. Biblical love is not
defined by sentiment, convenience, or
preference, but by choice and obedience.
We are commanded to love one another
as Christ loved us. Is there someone who
you view as an enemy and threat to you?
You can choose to love them and then
want the best for them, whether it be
their salvation or their spiritual growth.

Matt 5:43-48 Ye have heard that
it hath been said, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour, and hate thine
enemy.

44 But I say unto you, Love your
enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and
persecute you;

46 For if ye love them which love
you, what reward have ye? do not
even the publicans the same?

47 And if ye salute your brethren
only, what do ye more than
others? do not even the publicans
s0?

48 Be ye therefore perfect, even
as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect.

This means choosing faithfulness
over ease, truth over comfort, sacrifice
over self-interest. It means being the kind
of friend who reflects Christ —not merely
seeking companionship, but extending
covenantal care to the brethren.

If the Spirit of God has shown you



areas where your love has been selective,
conditional, or self-protective, now is the
time to respond. Present yourself again
asaliving sacrifice. Choose love—not as
a feeling, but as an act of obedience to
Christ.
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